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From One to Another 




Dear Headers, 

As you can see, this is not your typical Talon. For 
one, we have placed a marijuana leaf right on the 
front! I hope that sparked your attention. We like 
attention, and we love controversy, so we hope 
to gain a little more of each as we progress as a 
magazine. 

I also want to point out that this is a double issue. 
We have our November issue on this side, and our 
Dec/Etoliday issue on the other! Please don’t forget 
to flip your Talon over! Heading straight through 
from beginning to end will give you a headache! I 
promise! 



Enjoy! 
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Editorial Policy 

The Talon News Magazine is produced by students of Avila University. Opinions expressed are 
those of the writers and do not necessarily reflect those of the Talon News Staff, the Trustees, 
administration, faculty, or staff of the University. 

The Talon News Magazine encourages letters to the editor. These may be submitted electronically 
or in writing and should include the writer’s name, address, and telephone numbers for verifica- 
tion purposes. 

Letters can be mailed to the Talon News Magazine Editor, Avila University, 11901 Womall Road, 
Kansas City, MO 64145. The Talon reserves the right to edit letters for reasons of space, clarity, 
or inappropriate language. Copies of the Talon News Network Operational Guidelines may be 
requested by writing to the above referenced address. 
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B enjamin Pascoe had the comfort 
level of a well-trained actor 
standing in front of a captive audi- 
ence at Glenwood Arts Theatre in 
Overland Park, Kansas. His docu- 
mentary, Leave It on the Track, was 
only moments from its ending credits 
in what would be its American debut 
at the Kansas City International Film 
Festival on October 6th. 

Pascoe seemed calm, collected, and 
full of energy as he answered ques- 
tions before a full house. His film 
documentary about the women’s 
roller derby championship of 2009 
in Austin, Texas had its initial debut 
at the Edinburgh International Film 
Festival in Scotland this past summer. 

With experience both in front of and 
behind the camera, Pascoe tends to 
have a lively animated demeanor in 
front of a crowd. Earning a professor 
position at Avila University, Pascoe 
teaches film editing and history in the 
Dallavis Center in what is also his 
debut semester. 

Unlike most professors, you can find 
Pascoe on the International Movie 
Database website IMDb.com where 
he’s worked alongside such talents 
as Loni Anderson in Deadly Family 
Secrets, and Heather Locklear in the 
mini-series Texas Justice. 

However, following in his father’s 
footsteps, Pascoe ’s real passion is 
teaching. He attended Southwest 
Texas State University studying film 
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where his father taught. Claiming 
friendship with star actress and then 
unknown Renee Zellweger, Pascoe 
eventually moved on from a career 
in acting by involving himself in the 
Austin Film Society as an instructor. 

“I decided I wanted to teach univer- 
sity level,” Pascoe related. Returning 
to school at Ohio State University 
in search of an MFA in Film Stud- 
ies, Pascoe soon learned the many 
levels of film and focused mostly on 
directing. 



Benjamin Pascoe: 
Filmmaker and Professor 



*• . 




By John Stoeckl 



After he finished his thesis (Leave energetic passion for teaching in front 
It on the Track,) he applied for a of crowd, 

professorship at Avila University. “I 

was looking for the ideal school in Does Pascoe have any more movie 
the ideal location, and Avila just fit,” projects coming? “I’m looking for 
Pascoe reflected. anything new to come along,” Pascoe 

said before a film panel of students 

“I remember being nervous doing my on October 9th, where he shared 

teaching audition,” he said, regarding the documentary stage with two 

having to get in front of Avila stu- other film editors. In the meantime, 
dents. But like the premiere of Leave Pascoe shares his passion for film and 

it on the Track, Pascoe impressed teaching with the students of Avila 

the Communications department University, 

with his animated personality and 
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Michelle Smith 
For Graphic Design. 




Alain Villalpando 
For my family and friends. 
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For my family. Whether we like 
each other or not, we still love 
each other. 



For my ability to dance be- 
cause it has helped me get 
where I am today. 




Tracie Geile 

For my family. My parents are 
divorced and being able to over- 
come it has made us really strong. 




Jermaine Thomas 



For my oldest brother, Andra. When I 
need someone to keep me focused and 
on track, I spend a weekend with him. 
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Corwin Patis 

For my health and the people 
in my life. 




Michelle Henderson 
For my ability to fight with art. 




John Taranto 

For my family, especially my children. 
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Maggie Lambi 



For my family, grandchildren, 
and parents. 



By Colbi Howser 



New Season 
New Attitudes 



It’s that time of year when the tem- 
perature starts dropping, Christmas 
trees are decorated, and basketball 
season begins. Both the men and 
women’s teams here at Avila have 
been chomping at the bit to put those 
jerseys on and play against someone 
else other than their teammates. 

“We were all very excited to start 
playing games and finding out what 
this season will hold for us,” senior 
Courtney Gimlin said. 



Coming out of a fantastic 
season last year, which ended 
with a trip to the National 
Championships in Frankfort, 
KY, the lady Eagles have been 
trying to live up to their new 
national ranking of 20th in 
the nation. When asked how 
proud he was of the team, 
Coach Williams was more 
focused on the present and not 
on the past. 

“Preseason rankings are 
based on how well you did 
the previous year. Yes, what 
a year for Avila Women’s 
Basketball last year. We can- 
not live on the past but must 
drive forward with what we 
have for this year. It’s a great 



honor of where we have brought the 
program from 6 years ago. My very 
first team bought into the plan and 
it has carried over every other year. 
The success we have had over the 
last 2 years is attributed to each one 
of my past teams with great young 
ladies excelling in the classroom and 
on the floor,” says Williams. 

Looking forward to the present, the 
women have played in six games so 
far, and are having a slow start. 
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Having lost all six, people are start- 
ing to wonder what happened to the 
20th ranked team in the nation. There 
can be many reasons, but it’s like all 
teams from high school to college, 
seniors graduate and new meat comes 
in. Losing two great players last year 
who contributed a lot to the team, this 
season is all about coming together 
and learning to play with each other. 
Coach Williams is very optimis- 
tic about this upcoming season, 

“We have lost those two games not 
because of effort. We will continue 
to improve in all areas of the game. 



Like I said, it’s like putting a puzzle 
together, we are still trying to find the 
missing pieces. I expect us to find all 
the pieces by the end of November 
when conference play starts.” 



It takes a team to come together and 
that’s just what the women and espe- 
cially the men’s team are working on 
this season. After a close win by one 
point for their first game of the sea- 
son, the men’s team has a lot of new 
faces contributing to the team. 



“We have a lot of new players this 
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year. One in particular is Cedric John- 
son; he is a freshman and our leading 
scorer. We are very excited to have 
him,” said head coach Rodney Perry. 
Also in the mix is 6’ 9 Max Chapman. 
Perry continues, “He is coming along, 
he’s figuring out what he needs to be 
as a teammate and what he needs to 
do.” 

The toughest thing about starting a 
new season is getting the new players 
to mix with the older veteran players, 
and that could be hard at the begin- 
ning of the season. “Definitely getting 



our younger players to learn where 
they’re going to fit in and where 
they can help contribute to the team 
is a big challenge heading into this 
season,” Coach Perry said. 

So far the men have started off the 
season 2-3, with losses to Columbia 
College, Missouri Southern State, 
and Pitt State. The men have a long 
season to go and are very optimistic 
about the season. With good team- 
work and positive attitudes, this 
season will start looking up for the 
Avila men’s team. 






Marijuana, Weed, Pot. Reefer. 
Dope. Ganja. Hash, 420. 

W hichever name you prefer, the 
new laws remain the same. 

On November 6, 2012, voters in 
Washington and Colorado legalized 
marijuana use. 

The two new approvals have made 
history both worldwide and through- 
out the nation. To put it into perspec- 
tive, the states’ new policies are now 
even more liberal than Amsterdam. 
Within the United States, 1 8 states 
plus the District of Columbia make 
medicinal marijuana permissible. For 
the first time, however, Coloradans 
and Washingtonians have taken this 
one step further by making it legal to 



Grass. 
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By Jackie Wacha 
smoke pot recreationally, without any 
prescription or medical excuse. 

As soon as the laws are certified, it 
will be legal under Colorado and 
Washington law for adults 21 years 
and older to possess up to an ounce of 
marijuana. In Colorado, people will 
be able to grow as many as six plants. 
In Washington, users will have to buy 
their marijuana from state-licensed 
providers. 

Voters ought not to act too quickly 
though. As Gov. John Hickenlooper 
of Colorado famously cautioned on 
the night of the voting results: “Don’t 
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Advance Your Education With A Master’s Degree 
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three measures dealt with medical 
marijuana. Voters in Massachusetts 
approved a referendum legalizing 
medical marijuana, while Arkansas 
voters shot down a similar proposal. 
Montana voters approved a referen- 
dum to place restrictions on its exist- 
ing medical marijuana laws. 



break out the Cheetos or 
the Goldfish too quickly.” 
His statement does have 
some validity. For one 
thing, it will be a month 
before the measures are 
officially on the books. 

The larger, more looming 
problem is a clash with the 
federal government, which 
still views marijuana as 
a Schedule I prohibited 
substance. 



Note: There were half a dozen mari- 
juana referendums in total on ballots 
nationwide November 6. Three 
of them proposed legalization for 
recreational purposes, Oregon being 
the one disapproving state. The other 
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No Shave November 



By: Nic 'Shark Bait' Yonter 
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Many men, and some females, are 
faced with the decision of shaving 
or not shaving in November. This 
trend started with hunters so that they 
could get prepared for the cold that 
hunting season brought and has now 
transformed into a worldwide 
phenomenon. 



a theory. Sometime at the end of 
November, there will be a woman 
that is interested in me and another 
guy. This woman will be looking for 
a clean shaven man and therefore, I 
will be the clear choice. 



Trying to get a pulse of 
how Avila males faired 
in participation in “No 
Shave November,” I 
went out and asked people 
around campus. With the 
sample size of one hundred men, 

I found some results that surprised 
me. 52% of the men polled had been 
participating and planned on going 
through all month. The remaining 
48% had either broken down or 
decided to not participate at all. 

I did not think the results would be 
this close. I did not include myself in 
this poll, but for all of those people 
wondering what I did, I decided 
to not participate this year. I have 



to 
shave or 
not to shave 
that is the 
question. 



The poll seems to cap- 
ture what Avila did this 
November. Next year 
> the results may be dif- 
ferent based on how 
the people feel like they 
look with facial hair. Or 
these people may not wait 
until next year. There are plenty 
of other opportunities that are not as 
well known as No Shave November, 
but might obtain the popularity one 
day. 

So to all of those people that missed 
out, remember that there is still 
“Don’t Shave December”, “Just 
Don’t Shave January”, “Forget 
to Shave February”, “Masculine 
March”, “Atrocious April”, and 
“Manly May”. 



The Story of Shark Bait 

During the first week at school here at Avila, I came in with a lot of hair on 
the top of my head. I got some grief about it from my boys, telling me how it 
didn’t look good. This hairstyle was very beneficial for me in my hometown, 
but one day I was told I looked like a shark. I told them I wouldn’t be called a 
shark for my college career. So they asked if Shark Bait would work. I thought 
of Finding Nemo and said I could go for that. Now many people on campus 
know me by Shark Bait rather than my actual name, Nic Yonter. 
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F uddy Meers was about a woman, 
abused and broken minded. Claire 
had a form of psychogenic amnesia, 
or amnesia caused by physical or 
mental trauma. Her husband, Richard, 
tried to help by making a memory 
book, and her son Kenny tried to act 
out against Richard. When Richard 
goes to take a shower, she is taken 
away by a man saying he is her 
brother Zack, and the adventure of 
Fuddy Meers truly begins. 



T he show, designed by Casey Mc- 
Namara, had the theme of Alice 
in Wonderland, where everything was 
also something far different. A wall 
was moved and a car was shown, and 
all the scene changes were done by 
the circus folk, a detail added in by 
director Robert Foulk. Their job was 
to guide the journey for Claire and 
both literary and metaphorically set 
the stage of all the events. 
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By Whitney Olson 



T he set itself took roughly three 
weeks to build and paint. Every- 
thing was built by students, which 
is a fact generally overlooked as a 
theater student’s job here at Avila. 

We build everything and respect both 
sides of the theater coin, the onstage 
and backstage side. I could talk on 
about the actors but it is the technical 
side that should get some recogni- 
tion first and foremost. They are the 
people who went in after rehearsal 



The crew sets the 
stage for “Fuddy 
Meers.” 

Photo by Brian Wheat 



was over and worked until the next 
day, then went to classes only to do it 
again the next night. 

L ights were set and the sound was 
gathered to match the tone of the 
show. Pieces of the set were pulled 
from everywhere it could be found. 
The props were gathered from the 
closet upstairs, with the exception of 
the two cars, which were bought in 
from the junkyard. 

T his show’s acting abilities were 
tremendous, but the tech rivaled 
the actors. The director, Robert Foulk, 
and stage manager, Nicole Waldo, led 
both sides. Without their guidance 
and the guidance of Jason Harris, the 
tech director, the show would have 
been a disaster. 

T his is a sincere thanks and praise 
as both an onlooker and actor, 
for those three roles (director, stage 
manager, and tech director). These 
are the hardest roles to become, and 
must lead on no matter what happens 
behind the scenes. The next time you 
are in Goppert watching a play, just 
remember that the actors are only half 
the show. 



w 
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